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SUZUB THE BABYLONIAN AND SUZUB THE CHALDiEAN, 
KINGS OF BABYLON. 

By Professor C. P. Tiele, 

Leyden, Holland.* 



With pleasure I avail myself of the opportunity which has been offered to me 
to furnish a small contribution to the album which is to be presented to Dr. 
Leemans. I should be very loth not to take any part in the homage to the 
esteemed scholar, the friend of my father, who constantly honored me also with 
his hearty friendship. 

I have not, indeed, any important discoveries to communicate, but a short 
historical-critical contribution to the history of the reign of Sennacherib may suf- 
fice. 

In the inscriptions of this king,especially in the Taylor-Cylinder (Hexagon) 
8 uz u b occurs several times as the name of an obstinate enemy. But it seems to 
be difficult to reconcile the various accounts concerning him. 

First, in the course of his expedition against Marduk-bal-iddin, of Bit- 
Yak in (fourth campaign) the king gains a victory over Suzub, the Chaldsean, 
who dwelt in the marshy districts near the sea. 8 u z u b flees and disappears en- 
tirely (ulinnamirasarSu). A few years later (in the sixth campaign) when 
returning from his adventurous voyage to Nagitu, Sennacherib gains a victory 
over Suzub, the Babylonian, who had taken advantage of the disorder and 
anarchy of the country (ina esiti mati) to usurp the dominion of Sumer 
and Akkad, and with him his ally the king of Elam. Suzub he takes prisoner, 
brings him in fetters to Nineveh and there shuts him up in the great gate (cf . the 
Tabl. in Smith's Sennach., p. 105). The account in III. R. 4, that Suzub fled 
and fell from his horse probably has reference to this capture. But again a few 
years later Suzub still sits on the throne of Babylon, makes an alliance with 
Ummanmenanu of Elam, and Sennacherib directs against him his eighth cam- 
paign, which, according to the Assyrians, results in the defeat and the flight of 
the allied kings. The Taylor- Cylinder written in 691 B. C. (limu Bel-emur- 
a n i, governor of Kargamis) is still ignorant of his imprisonment. Only the 
Bavian inscription, composed at a later time, speaks of a second expedition to 
Babylon(ina §ani h arr an iy a) in which the city is destroyed, and Suzub is 
taken captive. 

On the supposition that all these accounts refer to the same Suzub, it was 
supposed that he had either escaped from his prison, or had received mercy at the 
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hands of Sennacherib. The first is improbability itself, the other is not in accord- 
ance with the disposition of the most unmerciful of the Assyrian kings, and if it 
had occurred it certainly would have been mentioned by him in order to show the 
ingratitude of S u z u b • 

But even a careful comparison of these passages shows plainly that we have 
to do here, not with one Suzub, but with two persons bearing the same name. 
The one is called (Tayl. in., 45 and v., 8) "the Chaldsean" (amelu) Kal-da-a-a 
(var.-da-a-a) or (Nebi-Yun. 28) mar m. Ga-hul, the other (Tayl. iv., 35) "a 
born Babylonian," tur-ka-dingir-ra-ki (or mar Babili) which by no means is 
the same thing. The Chaldsean was originally ruler of a small State in Lower- 
Chaldsea, who in 699 had rebelled against the governor of Lachir, to whom he was 
subordinate, and then, after having been defeated by the Assyrian army, had fled 
to Elam. This is related twice, the second time a little more fully, in the Taylor- 
Cylinder (in., 45 seq., and v., 8-14). The repetition serves as an introduction to 
the account of his ascending the throne, and his war against Assyria, in alliance 
with Elam. The writer of the document from which in., 45 seq. is drawn, did not 
know whither he had gone ; afterwards it appeared that he had taken refuge in 
Elam, but had fled thence to Babylon, where they crowned him as king. The 
other was a Babylonian by birth, who reigned at an earlier period. He is men- 
tioned (besides Tayl. iv., 35) Tayl. v., 5, where it is related that the Babylonians, 
— evil devils,— had shut the gates of their city against the Assyrians after 
Suzub had been carried off. Arki Su-zu-bi is-si-hu can not mean: "nach 
dem S. sich emport hatte " (Horning), nor " after &. was driven away.' 1 Smith, but 
only "after 8. had been carried off." Nasahu always, also Deluge n., 45 
(where Haupt translates very freely : Dibbara enterfesselt die Wirbelwinde) has 
the meaning of " conveying, leading," either "conveying to," or "away from." 
This S., therefore, is the Babylonian who was imprisoned in the gate at Nineveh. 
After this the account proceeds to the other Suzub, the Chaldsean, describes his 
various vicissitudes, and then comes to its real subject, the eighth campaign of 
Sennacherib. 

This distinction, grounded on an accurate interpretation of the historical 
texts of Sennacherib, is now, according to my judgment, made certain by the 
Babylonian Canon recently discovered, and by the fragment of the corresponding 
Chronicles, found at the same time. See Pinches in the Proceedings of the Soc. of 
Bibl. Archaeology, May 6, 1884. 

There, after Sennacherib's brother there follow first the king Nergal- 
u s e z i b, who reigned one year and six months (693-2), and whose name has been 
corrupted to 'Vr/yeftf/'Aoc in the Ptol. Canon, and after him, during four years (692- 
689). M u s e z i b-M a r d u k, who is identical with the UcaijaiuopSdKvg of the Canon 
of Ptolemaeus. Both names are compounded with Suzubar (from ezibu). 
Probably they were both originally named simply Suzub, one of the elliptical 
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proper names, so common among the Semites. It seems that the name also 
occurs in the inscription of Tema, recently discovered by Euting. On ascending 
the throne they changed this name into Nergal-usezib and Mu^zib-Mar- 
d uk, but both continued to be called, with a certain amount of contempt, simply 
Suzub by the Assyrians, who did not acknowledge their legitimacy, just as con- 
versely Tiglath-pileser II. and Shalmaneser IV. were called Pulu and TJrlulai 
by the Babylonians, for the same reasons. 

That what the Babylonian Chronicles relate of the two kings, taking into 
consideration the different point of view of the Assyrians and the Babylonians, 
agrees very well with what the Assyrian sources tell us of the two Suzubs, and 
that the chronology also admits of no other interpretation is certain, but cannot 
here be further elaborated. 



